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Objectives of a medical congress like EHA or ASH 
(for hematologists)

◼ Enhance knowledge of evidence-based approaches on diagnostics, treatment and care

◼ Access latest research results (clinical, translational)

◼ Become updated on emerging innovative techniques, diagnostic tools and risk-assessment 
strategies in hematology and its subspecialties.

◼ Understand cross-cutting topics (e.g. value of drugs, pricing, risk/benefit, quality of life)

◼ Communicate, collaborate and network with medical professionals, medical societies, 
industry, patient groups, media



Why do we patient advocates attend medical
congresses like EHA or ASH?

◼ EHA and ASH are the best places to learn about newest science and clinical progress – not only from the 
„Key Opinion Leaders“, but also from the second row - uprising researchers

◼ Understand science!

• Prime place to learn about news from trials

• Inform your members and patients about newest findings, good and bad research

• Bring the patient voice into research, by speaking e.g. to clinicians and industry

◼ There are also sessions that discuss patient advocacy, access, policy-related issues, and more.

◼ Communicate, collaborate and network with >10.000 participants – mainly medical professionals, 
national  hematology societies, industry, scientific media, and some patient advocates



Virtual Congresses…

The good news

◼ You don’t need to travel and don’t need to fundraise for it.

◼ You can attend more sessions than a face-to-face.
All content will also be available on demand.

◼ The content will be just as high-quality and equally as robust as a 
face-to-face congress

The bad news

◼ The whole networking part is missing!

◼ The risk of missing out the congress is higher – competing schedules



EHA Congress
2021 Website

https://ehaweb.org/co
ngress/eha-congress-
2021/

https://ehaweb.org/congress/eha-congress-2021/


Key 
congress 
sessions

Programme at a glance:

◼ Satellite Symposia

◼ Plenary sessions

◼ Education Sessions

◼ Oral Sessions

◼ Thematic debate

◼ Poster Sessions

◼ Joint Symposia
(incl EHA-Patient)



Plenary Sessions

◼ Usually opening ceremony, research awards, 
cross-cutting topics, or other key topics that are
seen by hematologists of key importance

◼ Patient advocates are usually less interested
across diseases, so „cherry-picking“ of specific
presentation in plenary session might be best
strategy



Satellite Symposia

◼ Symposia sponsored by a single company on a specific topic/disease

◼ Run traditionally on Thursday, before scientific congress starts

◼ Often held in parallel to other meetings (if face-to-face), e.g. investigator meetings

◼ Data presented here is
• usually „pharma-compliant“, less complex, more mainstream, 

more educational, good for the „big picture“

• based on published data – data presented for the first time at EHA will only be shown in the scientific 
sessions

◼ Acute leukemia satellite symposia at virtual EHA this year on 10 June:
• Insight Beyond Phase 3: Does Real-world Evidence Impact How We Treat High-risk AML*? *High-risk AML defined as newly diagnosed 

therapy-related AML (t-AML) or AML with myelodysplasia-related changes (AML-MRC) (8:30-10:00 CET)

• The Importance Of Response In Newly Diagnosed PH+ALL Patients : What Is Next For Our Patients (11-12:30 CET)

• Redefining Survival In Adult Haematological Malignancies: The Role Of CAR-T(11-12:30 CET)

• The Era Of Targeted Therapy: Improving Outcomes In FLT3MUT+ R/R AML (11:30-12:00 CET)

• The Changing Face Of Aml Ineligible For Intensive Chemotherapy(13:30-15:00 CET)

• Antifungal Therapy In The Era Of New Leukaemia Treatments(16:00-17:30 CET)

• Improving Outcomes In ALL And ITP: Changing The Course Of Disease (16:00-17:30 CET)

• Innovation In AML And MF: Transforming Clinical Practice (18:30-20:00 CET)

• The Tipping Point: When Higher-risk MDS Transforms To AML (18:30-20:00 CET)



Education Sessions

◼ Overview on the „state of play“ and the most important news in your disease area

◼ Usually less complex, good to get the „big picture“

◼ The first speaker usually presents on basic principles, the second on translational 
research, and the third on clinical aspects

◼ In face-to-face congresses, usually repeated twice on two different days, to allow each 
congress participant to join them in case of overlaps

◼ Don‘t miss „your“ education session, they are a good basis for the more complex scientific 
sessions at the congress!



Oral Sessions

◼ Usually submitted by researchers in March. 

◼ ~200 of them selected in April by EHA Scientific Programme Committee

◼ Those who make it into the „oral sessions“ were rated highest
– this is usually the „hot stuff“

◼ Clinical sessions are usually very applicable for patient advocates. 
Biology sessions are hardcore science. 

◼ Face-to-face congress: Each session usually has 75 minutes
with 5 presentations of 15 min

◼ This year’s virtual EHA: Acute leukemia in “thematic day”. 
on Thursday 17 June



Scientific Working Group Sessions

◼ Sessions defined by EHA’s 24 
Scientific Working Groups (SWG), 
which are topic-based expert groups 
coordinated by EHA members

◼ There are disease-specific and 
overarching SWGs 



Thematic Day 2021 on 
Acute Leukemias: 17 June

◼ Oral Sessions 

• ALL - Signaling and beyond

• AML mechanisms of resistance

• ALL - CAR-T: Alternative targets and age groups

• ALL - Novel subgroups and agents

• AML classification

• Developments in AML therapy

• AML epigenetic and transcriptional control

◼ Education Sessions

• T-ALL 

• Immunotherapeutic targeting in AML

• Targeting high-risk AML 

◼ Scientific Working Groups

• European Working Group on Adult ALL (EWALL)

• Precision hematology 

• Targeting TP53 in MDS/AML

• Morphology and flow cytometry

◼ Science in Focus 

• AML vulnerabilities

◼ Hematology in focus

• Targeted therapies in AML

• What we have learned about mature T-cell leukemia (T-PLL and T-LGLL) 

◼ Thematic debates 

• 2 or more speakers will present opposing positions followed by a discussion afterwards: 
NGS IG/TR-based MRD in lymphoid malignancies



Joint Symposia

◼ Joint symposium are organized jointly by
different medical societies (e.g. EHA with
EBMT, EMA, ASH, JSH, ISLH, CSH)

◼ Some interesting joint symposia at EHA 
2021 in context of acute leukemias:

• EHA-ASH: Gene therapy approaches in 
hematology

• EHA-EBMT: Reducing intensity in curative 
treatments in patients with comorbidities

• EHA-CSH: COVID-19 in hematology

• EHA-EMA : Conditional vs. Full Marketing 
Authorisation



EHA-Patient Joint Symposia

SESSION I: Coming to haematology soon: 
Diagnostic regulations – Threat or 
opportunity for innovative diagnostics ?

◼ Outline and implementation of the IVDR -
European Commission

◼ Role of and challenges foreseen by the 
Notified Bodies, DNV / Team-NB

◼ Impact on innovative diagnostics –EHA 
Taskforce on IVD 

◼ Impact on the IVD devices industry –
MedTech Europe

SESSION II: Affordable access to orphan 
medicines [or: Fair pricing of orphan 
medicines]

◼ The discussion around value, benefit and 
pricing of OMPs from a patient’s 
perspective – Maria Piggin,PNH Global 
Alliance

◼ Fair pricing of OMPs: a health 
economics perspective – HAS

◼ Fair pricing of OMPs: view of the 
pharmaceutical SMEs - EUCOPE

◼ Payer perspective – Dutch National 
Health Care Institute ZIN

Session III: Lessons from COVID

◼ Nurse perspective

◼ Regulator perspective

◼ Patient perspective

◼ Clinician/researcher perspective

SESSION IV: Personalized Medicine Trials

◼ Why PM Trials? PI perspective - EHA 
Scientific Working Group on Precision 
Medicine

◼ A regulatory framework for PM -
regulatory expert 

◼ Patient-centered trials – MPE

◼ Dedicated EU data/policy frameworks –
European Commission

SESSION II: Reducing Bureaucracy in 
Clinical Trials 

What is needed to ensure high-quality, patient-
centric, bureaucracy-light clinical trials 
according to:

◼ … investigators? – Centre Hospitalier
Universitaire de Nantes

◼ … patients? – LCE

◼ … sponsors? – EFPIA

◼ … regulators? – EMA and national 
competent authority



Session on 
EU Projects in Hematology

◼ HARMONY Alliance – Big Data in Hematology

◼ T2EVOLVE - Accelerating development and improving 
access to CAR and TCR-engineered T cell therapy in 
Europe

◼ GoCART from slow motion to fast forward

◼ EuNet-INNOCHRON



Poster Sessions

◼ Collection of presentations selected from the abstracts submitted to the Congress

◼ Face-to-face congresses:
• Authors are present at a specified time for questions and discussion

• Best place to meet key experts and their key staff members

• Go, ask, understand - there are no silly questions!

◼ Virtual EHA 2021:
• All e-Poster presentations will be made available on the on-demand 

Virtual Congress platform as of Friday, June 12 at 08:30 CEST 
and will be accessible until October 15, 2020.



Getting the most out of a medical congress:
Prepare, prioritize, share workload, report back! 

Block your calendars 

months before the 

congress 

Prepare yourself Plan your

participation

Participate actively Create a summary 

report for your 

community

Details of sessions are published 

late; if your calendar is full by then, 

you will miss out the congress!

• Download interesting abstracts

• Make yourself familiar with

typical abbreviations

• Prioritize your sessions. Build

your schedule of other party

meetings around key congress

sessions.

• Think about impact for your 

community, not presence or 

representation.

• Attend AML/ALL sessions on 

17 June

• Follow the Joint EHA-Patient 

sessions

• If others from your organisation

attend, split up the work

instead of going to the same 

session

• Read the abstracts of the

session (on the web) prior to

the session

• In a live session, make

yourself heard - queue up to

ask a question!

• Take notes

• Follow EHA, clinicians, 

advocates, and organizations 

on Twitter to get real-time 

insights

Your patient community needs 

to know what you learned.
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Can’t make it to the EHA 2021 congress?
Make sure you reserve time for ASH, 11-14 Dec 2021!

◼ ASH 2021 will (most likely) be held as a 
hybrid meeting

◼ ALAN is currently coordinating a call together 
with other patient organisations to the ASH 
board to provide affordable and equitable 
access to the ASH congress 



Questions?

Jan Geissler <jan@patvocates.net>


